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CONFIDENTIAL LONDON 19541 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-1 

TAGS: PFOR, MOPS, MU, IR, YS 

SUBJECT: IRANIAN PLANE INCIDENT AND PDRY-OMANI RE- 
LATIONS 

1 . IN CONVERSATION ON SOUTHERN ARABIAN SITUATION, KEALY 
OF FCO MIDDLE EAST DEPARTMENT TOLD EMBOFF AND NEA/ARP 
VISITOR GERLACH THAT IRANIAN PLANE HAD BEEN SHOT DOWN 
"BY PURE LUCK" BY MACHINE GUN FIRE. HE DID NOT BELIEVE 
INCIDENT HAD BEEN ENGINEERED BY PDRY TO RUIN GULF FOREIGN 
MINISTERS CONFERENCE. HE AGREED, HOWEVER, THAT OMANIS 
HAD PROBABLY NOT BEEN FOREWARNED ABOUT FLIGHT AND THAT 
THEREFORE INCIDENT COULD COMPLICATE OMANI IRANIAN RELA- 
TIONS, WHICH, KEALY OBSERVED RATHER VAGUELY, WERE SHOWING 
SOME SIGNS OF STRAIN. 

2. KEALY ALSO SAID DHOFAR, WHILE GENERALLY QUIET, WAS 
STILL EXPERIENCING ONE "INCIDENT" A DAY SUCH AS A SHOT 
BEING FIRED OR A MINE GOING OFF. HE ADDED, HOWEVER, THAT 
OMANIS SEEMED VERY MUCH IN CONTROL OF SITUATION WITHOUT 
DIRECT IRANIAN ASSISTANCE. 
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